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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  - THE EC-TBT enquiry point

� EC-TBT enquiry point managed by the European Commission

� ensures the participation of the European Communities in the procedure.

� analyses, with the help of companies, the notified 3rd country projects.

� coordinates the issuing of comments.

� transmits EC notifications to the WTO secretariat.

� ensures the follow-up of comments received by the EC.

� answers the requests of information about notified projects.

� exchanges information with EU members states 

a meeting is organized 1-2 times per year.
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  

� 2004 : Launch of a new management application.

� June 2004 : Launch of the EC-TBT public website.

� more transparency.

� increase the participation of economic operators.
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS - INFORMATION WORKFLOW

checkWTOwebsite
(runs 2x/day)

Monitor

EC-TBT Database

• check for         documents

• save the documents in the database

• extract TITLE, CONTENT and OBJECTIVE

• send a report to the Managers

MANAGERS

• verify extracted texts

• complete with additional information

• assign product category : ICS (International Code for Standards)

• assign a coordinator

• authorize the publication on the EC-TBT website

• add drafts texts, comments, etc…
Monitor

ENTERPRISE

Technical Barriers to Trade

AUTOMATIC PROCEDURES

MANUAL ACTIONS
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  - WHAT CAN YOU FIND ON OUR WEBSITE ?  

� EC notifications

� notification form.

� draft texts in the 3 WTO official languages.

Put links to PDF files on the notification form or 

send it to us automatically prior to the request.

� MS notifications

� notification form.

� draft texts in in general in the 20 EC official languages.

� 3rd country notifications

� notification form.

� draft texts in all available languages.
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  - INTEREST IN COMMENTING ON A 3RD COUNTRY NOTIFICATION

� request extension of the final date for comments if necessary.

� request internal translation if necessary.

� drafts texts and their translations are in public access on our website.

If a service decides to make comments :

� launch of a internal consultation of the concerned services and MS national authorities.

� send comments by fax and email.

� put the comments on the website.
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  - COMMENTS RECEIVED  

� on a EC notification

� answer is elaborated by the concerned services in consultation with MS national

authorities.

� sent to the TBT contact point of the 3rd country.

� on a MS notification

� the Commission writes the final answer with the concerned MS. 

� the answer is sent in the name of the European Communities.
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  - PRESENTATION OF THE NEW INTERNET WEBSITE  

� LIVE DEMO

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/tbt/
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS – MAILING LIST

example of a sent email – new notification
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS – MAILING LIST

example of a sent email – new draft text
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HANDLING OF COMMENTS  - REMARKS AND ADVICE  

• products covered : use ICS numbers when it’s possible.

• draft texts : put links to PDF files on the notification form or send it to us 

automatically prior to the request.

• information request : try to be more precise when asking for additional 

information.


